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*THE CAXTON CLUB. 



The close alliance of art and letters is never better illustrated than 
by such organizations as the Caxton Club. Art in bookmaking is the 
subject of its discussions, its work, and its very being. 

In the latter part of 1894 the club was organized by a small but 
enthusiastic group of Chicago book lovers, and the first exhibition of 
book-bindings was held at the Art Institute March 4 — 24, 1895, at 
which fifty-six binders and binderies were represented, including Cuzin, 
Cobden-Sanderson, Doves, Matthews, Ringer, and Zaehnsdorf. 

An exhibition of Ex Libris books was held at the Caxton Club 
rooms at the University Club, February, 1896. This, the second public 
exhibition of the club, duplicated the success of the first. It included 
Ex Libris copies of books by Arnold, Bacon, Boccacio, Bridges, 
Browning, Bryant, Cowper, Cruickshank, Curtis, Darwin, Dobson, Field, 
Hunt, Johnson, Keats, Lang, Longfellow, Le Gallienne, Mallory, 

*An article treating especially of the Caxton Club's exhibition of art book-bindings is in course 
of preparation and will be published in an early number. 

Note: The portraits accompanying this article are published by courtesy of The Inland Printer. 
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Mitchell, Moore, Morris, Prevost, Pope, Rossetti, Stedman, Sterne. 
Bayard Taylor, Whittier, Wadsvvorth, and Wycherly. Many of these 
were autograph copies. 

March 18, 1897, an exhibition of Japanese color prints was held in 
the Caxton Club rooms in connection with a paper by Frederick W. 
Gookin. This exhibition included works by Torii Kiyonobu, Torii 
Kiyonaga, Katsushiki Hokusai, and Zuzuki Harunobo. There were in 
all fifty-one prints by nineteen artists. 

The fourth and most important exhibit of the club was an exhibi- 
tion of nineteenth century book-bindings, held at the Art Institute, 
December 16—30, 1897. This exhibition included two hundred and 
six bindings, representing all of the well known modern binderies, and 
nearly all of them superb examples of the bookbinders' art. As a 
special article upon this collection, accompanied by a number of illus- 
trations, will be published in an early number of Brush and Pencil, I 
shall not treat of it here at greater length. 

The Caxton Club numbers about one hundred and fifteen mem- 
bers, including Charles Dexter Allen, Edward K. Ayer, Francis F. 
Browne, H. C. Chatfield-Taylor, John Vance Cheney, Theodore L. De 
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The present officers are: 



Vinne, Halsey C. Ives, George M. Millard, Francis Wilson, and other 

noted bookmen. 

John H. Wrenn, President; Charles L. 
Hutchinson, Vice-President; George 
Higginson, Jr., Treasurer; George S. 
Payson, Secretary; and George Merry- 
weather, Librarian. 

The Publication Committee con- 
sists of George M. Millard, the noted 
foreign book-buyer of A. C. McClurg 
& Company, Chairman; John Vance 
Cheney, of the Newberry Library; 
Thomas E. Donnelley, of the Lakeside 
Press; Herbert S. Stone, of Herbert S. 
Stone & Company, publishers of the 
Chap-Book and the House Beautiful; W. 
Irving Way, publisher; and George 
Merryweather, Librarian. This com- 
mittee has in charge the publications 
undertaken by the club, and has brought 
out several noteworthy books. There 
are two other committees, that of Ex- 
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hibitions and the House Committee. 
The general government of the club 
is in the hands of its officers, assisted 
by the "Council" of fifteen members. 

The founders of the Caxton Club 
are: George A. Armour, Edward E. 
Ayer, Charles J. Barnes, John Vance 
Cheney, Augustus N. Eddy, James 
W. Ellsworth, George Higginson, Jr., 
Charles L. Hutchinson, George M. 
Millard, George S. Payson, Martin A. 
Ryerson, Herbert S. Stone, W. Irv- 
ing Way, Chauncey L. Williams, and 
John H. Wrenn, who constitute the 
charter membership, and who served 
as the first board of directors or 
council. James W. Ellsworth was 
the first president. 

During the present year (1897) the club removed from its rooms 
in the University Club to new quarters in the Art Institute, where it 
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finds a comfortable home, and where its work is quietly but steadily 
pushed ahead and enlarged. It has now in hand an exhibition of 
book-plates, which will be held in the near future in the Art Institute. 

T. L P. 
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